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Proclamations Proc. 8954 

October. It also lives on in those who remember his central teaching: that 
when workers are treated fairly and humanely, our country grows more 
just, opportunity becomes more equal, and all of us do better. Because even 
with the strides we have made, we know there is more left to do when 
working men and women toil in poverty without adequate protections or 
simple respect. We know there is more to do when our broken immigration 
system forces workers into a shadow economy where companies can ignore 
labor laws and undermine businesses following the rules. Fixing those 
problems means securing what Cesar Chavez fought for at La Paz. It means 
taking on injustice, making sure hard work is rewarded, and bringing more 
Americans into a rising middle class. 

In 1966, when Cesar Chavez was struggling to bring attention to his cause, 
he received a telegram from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. ‘‘As brothers in the 
fight for equality, I extend the hand of fellowship and goodwill,’’ he wrote. 
‘‘We are with you in spirit and in determination that our dreams for a bet-
ter tomorrow will be realized.’’ It is a story that reminds us how here in 
America, we are bound together not by the colors of our skin or the lan-
guages we speak, but by the values we share and the brighter future we 
seek for our children. So today, as we honor a man who risked everything 
to stand up for what he believed in, let us reflect on our common cause 
and recommit to moving forward together—as one Nation and one people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 31, 2013, as Cesar 
Chavez Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
service, community, and education programs to honor Cesar Chavez’s en-
during legacy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8954 of April 1, 2013 

World Autism Awareness Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, public health officials estimate that 1 in every 88 children in Amer-
ica is growing up on the autism spectrum. It is a reality that affects mil-
lions of families every day, from the classroom to the job market. And 
while our country has made progress in supporting Americans with autism 
spectrum disorders (ASDs), we are only beginning to understand the factors 
behind the challenges they face. On World Autism Awareness Day, we re-
commit to helping individuals on the autism spectrum reach their full po-
tential. 
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To achieve that goal, we need a health care system that works for children 
and adults with ASDs. The Affordable Care Act prevents insurers from de-
nying coverage to children on the autism spectrum, and it ensures new 
health plans must cover autism screenings at no cost to parents. Beginning 
in 2014, the Act will make it illegal for insurance companies to discrimi-
nate against men and women with preexisting conditions, including ASDs. 
And looking ahead, my Administration is investing in medical research 
that can help unlock tomorrow’s breakthroughs in autism detection, inter-
vention, and education. 

Leveling the playing field for Americans on the autism spectrum also takes 
commitment in our schools. That is why we are advancing initiatives to 
help students with ASDs get a good education free from discrimination and 
undue hardship. And it is why we are making sure that education can lead 
to meaningful employment by supporting vocational rehabilitation pro-
grams and opening higher education to more people on the autism spec-
trum. 

All Americans should have the chance to live full, independent lives and 
follow their talents wherever they lead. This month, we recognize Ameri-
cans with ASDs who are walking through doors of opportunity, and we re-
commit to opening them wider in the years ahead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2013, as World 
Autism Awareness Day. I encourage all Americans to learn more about au-
tism and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum 
and their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8955 of April 8, 2013 

National Equal Pay Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over the past 4 years, the American people have come together to lift our 
economy out of recession and forge a foundation for lasting prosperity. Our 
businesses have created millions of new jobs, our stock market is rebound-
ing, and our housing market has begun to heal. But even now, too many 
Americans are seeing their hard work go unrewarded because of cir-
cumstances beyond their control. Women—who make up nearly half of our 
Nation’s workforce—face a pay gap that means they earn 23 percent less 
on average than men do. That disparity is even greater for African-Amer-
ican women and Latinas. On National Equal Pay Day, we recognize this in-
justice by marking how far into the new year women have to work just to 
make what men did in the previous one. 
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